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RESTORATION OF THE AARONIC AND MELCHISEDEK PRIESTHOODS. 


A divine Priesthood is nothing more 
-nor less than which God 
bestows upon intelligent beings to minis- 
ter and govern in Hisname. Many gifts 
and blessings may be bestowed upon man, 
under certain circumstances, without his 
es g the Priesthood. Without the 

riesthood many zealous reformers have 
_ been raised up in different ages who have 
done much good; but they had no autho- 
rity to minister Gospel ordinances, or to 
build up the Kingdom of God. Indeed, 
men may enjoy the gift of prophecy and 
revelation, and still be without the autho- 
rity of the Priesthood. Such was the 
case with Abraham in the land of Chal- 


dea: he might have enjoyed the lesser | 


Priesthood or some of the appendages of 
the higher, but there is no certainty even 
of this. It is certain, however, that he 
received the higher Priesthood, under the 
hands of Melchisedek, after his arrival in 
the land of Canaan. (See Doc. & Cov. 
sec. iv. par. 2.) 

After Abraham had prophesied and 
done a great work in Chaldea, the Al- 
oe unto him :—* Behold, I will 

by my hand, and I will take 


thee, to put upon thee my name, even the 
Priesthood of thy father, and my power 
shall be over thee. As it was with Noah 
so.shall it be with thee, that through thy 
ministry my name shall be known in the 


earth for ever, for I am:thy God.” (Pearl | 


of Great Price. P. — Visions, revela- 
tions, ministry of angels, and hecy, 
were by Abraham 
ceived the full authority under the hands 
of Melchisedek to build up the Kingdom 
of God. 

Even our illustrious Prophet, Joseph 
Smith, saw visions, beheld angels, was 
filled with the Spirit of prophecy and 
revelation, and translated the ter 
part of the Book of Mormon, before he 
was blessed with any Priesthood, or had 
authority to minister the least ordinance of — 


the Gospel. 


Joseph—the Prophet, and Oliver Cow- 
dery, were the first ones in this last 
dispensation who were favoured with the 
Priesthood. Joseph, in writing his his- 
tory, relates this event in the followi 
words :—“ We still continued the w 
of tr, tion, when, in the ensuing month, 
(May, 1829,) we on a certain day went 
into the woods to pray and inquire of the 
Lord respecting baptism for the remission 
of sins, as we found mentioned in the 

us employed, prayi calling u 
the Lord, a from 
scended in a cloud of light, and having 
laid his. hand upon us, he ordained us, 
saying unto us:— 

‘Upon you, my fellow servants, in the 
name of Messiah, I confer the Priesthood 
of Aaron, which holds the keys of the 
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ministering of angels and of the Gospel 
of repentance, and of baptism by immer- | 
sion for the remission: of sing; and this, speaka 


shall never be taken again from the earth, 


“He said this Aaronic Priesthood had 
not the power of laying on of hands for 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, but that this 
should be conferred on us hereafter ; and 
he commanded us to go and be baptized, 
and gave us directions that I should bap- 
tize Oliver Cewdery, and afterwards that 
he should baptize me. 

*‘ Accordingly we went and were bap- 
tized; 1 baptized him first, and afterwards 
he baptized me; after which I laid my 
hands upon his head and ordained him to 
the Aaronic Priesthood; afterwards helaid 
his hands on me, and ordained me to the 
game Priesthood; for so were we com- 
manded. 

“The Messenger who visited us on this 
occasion, and conferred this Priesthood 
upon us, said that his name was John, 
the same that is called John the Bap- 
tist, in the New Testament, and that 
he acted under the direction of Peter, 
James, and John, who held the keys of the 
the Priesthood of Melchisedek, which 
Priesthood, he said, should, in due time, 
be conferred on us, and that I should be 
called the first Elder, and he the second. 

‘It was on the 15th day of May, 1829, 
that we were ordained under the hand 
of the Messenger, and baptized.” (See 
“ History of Joseph Smith,’ Supplement 
to Miu lennial Star, vol. xiv. p. 15.) 

After the Aaronic Priesthood had thus. 
been restored to the earth, baptism for 
the remission of sins was frequently ad- 
ministered to the believing penitents; but 
as there was no one authorized to confirm 
the Gift of the Holy Ghos: upon them, 
they sought diligently after. the higher 
Priesthood. Joseph, the Seer, says.:— 

“We now. .became anxiaus.to have-that, 
promise realized, to us, whieh the angel 
thas. conferred upomus. the Aaronic Priest- 
hood, had, given: us,. viz., that provided 
we..continned, faithful, we should also 
have. the; Melehisedek, Priesthood: which 
holds. the authority of the laying onof hands 
for, the, Gift of the Holy Ghost. We-had 
for, some time made this matter.a subject: 
of humble prayer, and at;length we. got 
together in the.chamber of Mr. Whitmer’s 


house,” (Fayette, Seneca, County, State 
ork,) “in order.more particularly 


of New 
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to seek of the Lord what we now so 
earnestly desired ; and here, to our un- 
ble- satiefaction, did we realize the 
truth of the Saviour’s promise—‘ Ask, 


until the sons of Levi do offer again an | and you shall receive; seek, and you shall 


offering untg the Lord.in righteousness.’ find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 


| you ;' for we had not long been engaged 


in solemn and fervent prayer, when the 
word of the Lord came unto us in the 
chamber, commanding us that I should 
ordain Oliver Cowdery to be an Elder in 
the Church of Jesus Christ: and that he 
also should ordain me to the same office ; 
and then to ordain others as it should be 
made known unto us from time to time. 
We were, however, commanded to defer 
this our ordination, until such times as it 
should be practicable to have our breth- 
ren, who had been and who should be 
baptized, assembled together, when we 
must have their sanction to our thus pro- ° 
ceeding to ordain each otber, and have 
them decide by vote, whether they were 
willing to accept us as spiritual teachers 
or not; when also we were commanded 
to bless bread and break it with them, and 
to take wine, bless it, and drink it with . 
them; afterwards proceed to ordain each 
other, according to commandment ; then 
call out sueh men as the Spirit should 
dictate, and ordain them; and then at- 
tend to the laying on ef hands for the 
Gift of the Holy Ghost, upon all those 
whom. we had previeusly baptized, doing: 
all things in the name of the Lord.” (See 
Supplement Millennial Star, vol. xiv. 
. Whather the Word or Voice of the 
Lord, which came unto them in the cham- 
ber of Mr. Whitmer, was accompanied by 
an open vision; we are not informed. This: 
revelation, concerning their fature ordi- 
nation to the office of Elder, is believed to 
have been given in June, 1829. About this 
time, or shortly after, Peter, James, and. 
John were. sent to ordain them to the. 
ofhee.ef:Apostles. 

Ip an. epistle to the Saints, dated: 
Nauvoo, Illinois, Sept. 6th, 1842, Joseph, 
the Prophet, writes as follows :— 

“ And again, what do we hear? Glad: 
tidings from Cumorah! Moroni, an 
angel from heaven, declaring. the fulfil-: 
ment of: the P the Book to be 
revealed. A voice of the Lord in the 
wilderness. of Fayette, Seneca County, 
(State of New York,) declaring the three 
Witnesses to hear recerd of the Book. 
The voice of: Michael on the banks of the 


| 
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in the 
wilderness between Harmony,Susquehanna 
County, and. Colesville, Broome County, 
on the Susquehaane river, declaring them- 
selves as —— the keys of the king- 
dom, and of the dispensation of: 
fulness of times. 
“And again, the voice of God in the 
chamber of old’ Father Whitmer,. in. 
Fayette, Seneca. County, [State of New 
York, | and at suadry times, and in divers 
through all the travels and tribula- 
tions of this Ohurch: of Jesus.Chriss. of 
Latter-day Saints. And the voice of 
Michael, the arch-angel.; the voice of Ga- 
briel, and of Raphael, and of divers angels, 
from Michael or Adam, down to.the pre- 
sent time, all declaring, . each: one. their. 
dispensation, their rights, their keys, their 
honours, their “ee and glory, and the | 
power of their Priesthood; giving. line 
upon, vpon precept ; a, 
little, and there a lit iving us -conso- 
lation by holding forth that which is to 
come, confirming our hope.” (See “ Doo- 
trine og Covenants,” seo. 106, par. 
20, 21. 

In a revelation of Jesus Christ, given 
to Joseph, the Prophet, and Oliver Cow- 
dery, in September, 1830, the Saviour 
promises them that-be “ will drink of the 
fruit of the vine” with them on the earth, 
and with the ancient pro from Adam 
down. “ And also with Peter, James, and 
John, whom,” says Jesus, “I have sent 
unto you, by whom I have ordained you, 
and confirmed you: to be and 
especial witnesses of my name, and bear 
the keys of your. ministry, and of the same 
things which I revealed unto them: unto. 
whom I have committed the keys of my 
kingdom, and a. dispensation of the Gos- 
pel for the last times; and-for the fulness 
of times, in, the-which I will gather to- 

er in one all. things, both which are 
in heaven and whieh. are: on earth.” (See 
Covenants,” sec. 50,.par. 

and 3. 

The preeise date and' place of the ordi- 
nation of Joseph Smith and Oliver Cow- 
dery, under the hands of Peter, James, 
and John, are not pablished 
It may have been in the chamber of Mr. 
Whitmer,. or it may, haye, been in the 
wilderness near, the banks of the Susque- 


and on Fe 


hanna river. Whether they a to 


‘them more than once is not stated. 1 


When- | chisedek Priesthood at onee, 
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| was. u e 
ganization of. urch; for. were 
expressly commanded, after getting the 
sanction of the Church, to ordain each 
other'to the office of Elders, before pro- 

ceeding to officiate in the sacred ordi 

of the laying on of hands for the Gift of 
the Holy Ghost. The Church was or- 
ganized on the 6th of April, 1830, and on 
the same day the ordinations were at- 
tended to as was commanded some ten 
months before. (See Supplement, 
lennial Star, vol. xiv. p. 26.) 

The office‘of an Elder is only an appen- 
dage to. the Melchisedek Priesthood. After 
these servants of God had proved them- © 
selves-faithfal. in magnifying the office of 
Elders, the.Lord, on the 4th of February, 
1831, gave.to the Church an additional 
office or appendage by commanding. Ed- 


ward. Partridge to “be appointed by the 


voice of: the Churehb, and ordained a 
Bishop,” (See “Doctrine & Covenants,” 
sec, )xi,. par. 3.) 

The Melchi k was 
not yet. given, but only its a es. 
“On the 6th of 
Elders. from the various parts. of the 
country where they were labouring, came 
in; and the Conference, before appointed, 
convened in Kirtland,” (Ohio); “and the 
Lord displayed his power in a manner 
that could not be mistaken. The Man 
of Sin was revealed, and the authority of 
the Melchisedek Priesthood was mani- 
fested. and conferred for the first time 
upon several..of the Elders.” (See Sup- 
pment, Millennial Star, vol. xiv. pp. 


67, 68.) 


On the 25th of January, 1832, a Con- 
ference was held in the town ef Amherst, 
Ohio, where b, the Prophet, was 
ordained .the President of the High Priest- 
hood. (Millennsal, Star vol. xiv. p,-162.) 
i . reey and a Standi igh. 
Council of twelve. were first. organized.. 
(“ Deetrine.and-Covenants,” see. v.) 

On February 14th, 1835, the Quoram 
of the Twelve Apostles was organized, 
the 28th, 1835, the 
organizations of the Seventies commenced. 
(See Millennial Star, vol. xv. pp. 205 
to 207. Also, page 230.) 

It will be perceived that the Lord did 
not restore the full authority. of the Mel- 
co 


Susquehanna, detecting the dewil when | 
he appeared as an. angel. of light. The | 
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little by little: first, the Aarenic Priest- 
hood which is only an appendage to the 
Melchisedek ; secondly, the office of Elder 
and rs thirdly, the office of Bishop; 
- fourthly, the Melchisedek Priesthood ; 
fifthly, the President of that Priesthood; 
sixthly, the organization of the first Pre- 
sidency. of three, and standing High 
Council of Twelve; seventhly, the or- 
ganization of the Council of the Twelve 
Apostles; and eighthly, the organization 
of the Councils of Seventies. 

The revelation, called Section II, was 
not all revealed in 1830. The sixteenth 
_ and seventeenth paragraphs of this sect- 
tion, relating to some of the higher coun- 
cils of the Priesthood, were given several 
years after the rise of the Church. 

J oseph, the Prophet, in selecting the 
revelations from the Manuscripts, and 
arranging them for publication, did not 
arrange them according to the order of the 
date in which they were given, neither did 
he think it necessary to publish them all 
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
but left them to be published more fully 
in his History. Hence, paragraphs taken 
from revelations of a Jater date, are, in a 
few instances, incorporated with those of 
an earlier date. Indeed, at the time of 
compilation, the Prophet was inspired in 
several instances to write additional sen- 
tences and paragraphs to the earlier reve- 
lations.’ In this manner the Lord did 
truly give “line upon line, here a little 
and there a little,” the same as He did to 
a revelation that Jeremiah received, which, 
after being burned by the wicked king of 
Israel, the Lord revealed over again with 

t numbers of additional words. (See 
eremiah xxxvi. 32.) 

After Joseph and Oliver were ordained 
by John the Baptist, why were they com- 
manded by him to ordain each other? 
It was in order to show the Church the 
pattern after which others should be or- 
dained. It was ne that they should 
receive the Priesthood, that their baptism 
might be legal; but when once the au- 
thority was restored, it was equally neces- 
sary tbat the Church should never permit 


| 


h 
each 
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an unbaptized person to be ordained: 
their re-ordination after baptism being a_ 
pattern for all future ordinations. 

After Peter, James, and Jobn had 
ordained them to the office of Apostles, 
were they commanded to re-ordain 
other as Elders, by the voice and 
sanction of the Church? It was to set. 
a perfect pattern for the Church, that 
future ordinations might not be conferred 
without her sanction, where there was a. 
regularly organized Branch. Jesus says, 
“Neither shall anything be appointed 
unto any of this Church, contrary to the | 
Church covenants, for all things must be 
done in order, and by common consent in ~ 
the Church by the prayer of faith.” (See 
“Doctrine and Covenants,” sec. li. par. 4.) 

In beginning a dispensation, necessity 
or circumstances may compel the intro- 
duction to be somewhat different in form 
from what would be lawful after its pro- 
per establishment. For instance, the 
marriage of brothers and sisters is not — 
considered lawful, and yet the first children 
of Adam, united in matrimony, were 
brother and sister; and such marriage, 
under the circumstances, was legal. | 

So likewise, it is unlawful for the 
Church to bestow the Priesthood upon 
an unbaptized person, but inasmuch as 
there were no legally baptized persons on 
the earth constituting the Church, God 
bestowed the Priesthood upon two un- 
baptized persons, in order to begin the 
work: and after it was once begun, ordi- 
nations were commanded to be bestowed 
according to order. O how perfect is 
everything connected with this great and 
last dispensation! How unlike the work- 
ings of imposture! Every link is perfect, 
and — in the right position in the 
ome chain. The wisdom of God, mani- 
ested through the young and unlearned — 
Prophet of the nineteenth century, con- 
founds the wisdom of man as exhibited in 
the popular systems of priestcraft, though 
sustained by the learning of ages. Ev 
thing connected with the Priesthood and 
dectrine of the Latter-day Church, loudly: 
proclaims the workings of a God. 


EastTHQuakes aT Santa Cruz anp Monterey.—The Pacific Sentinel says that a shock 
of an earthquake was felt on the evening of the 27th of August throughout the county of 
of Santa Cruz, and at St. John’s and Monterey. Another severe shock was felt during 
the night of the 29th of August. The last shock was so hard that quite a consternation was 
created in some neighbourhoods, and a general stampede of the inmates of several 
Aouses took place, 
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ANTI-MORMON OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


BY HENRY WHITTALL. 


(Continued from page 201.) 


OssEcTION: “I must now conclude 
this first appeal, but not until I have en- 
treated you to be honest with yourselves. 
You know that you have two sets of doc- 
trine, even as you have two bibles. You 
_ know that you are ashamed of the Book 
of Mormon. You are uneasy under the 
yoke of fresh revelations, or else what 
does this mean ?—‘ Ours is a p ive 
system, and we must progress with it. If 
you are obedient unto counsel, nothing 
will stumble you, neither spiritual wifeism 
nor anything else. You will swallow all 
good things down, and that too without 
any oil.” (Millennial Star, Feb. 5, 1853.) 
Dare then to be faithful to your better 
feelings. Reject these pernicious fables. 
You have been led away from the God 
of the Bible, and from the God of your 
fathers. You cannot hold Mormonism 
and Christianity. If the Book of Mor- 
men be true, then the Bible must be 
false; or, if the Bible be true, the Book of 
Mormon is a lying imposition. Surely 
you cannot hesitate. As you value your 
own souls, once more embrace those 
Scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise unto salvation.”—“ Mormonism An- 
ti-Scriptural,” by the Rev. B. Willmore. 

« ANSWER: We will be “honest” enough 
with ourselves and our reverend oppo- 
nent to tell him that his accusations and 
his statements concerning us and our re- 
digion are entirely groundless and chime- 
rical. We have not “two” con “sets 
of doctrine,” nor “two Bibles.” We 
are not “ashamed of the Book of Mor- 
mon,” nor are we “uneasy under the 

oke of fresh revelations.” We have one 
armonious code of “doctrine,” and we 
have one “Bible.” Far from being 

“ashamed” of the Record of Ephraim, 
we rejoice in its teachings; and honestly 
and fearlessly proclaim to the world that 
we know it to be a Book of God, which 
is “able to make” those who heed its 
instructions, ** wise unto salvation.” The 
modern “revelations” of God, through 
His servants Joseph and Brigham, are our 
Joy and delight as a people. Bome, indeed, 


- 


|may “stumble” at revelation, when it 


comes in contact with their own preju- 
dices or vices, which they are unwi 
to with. But the Saints of i. 
who are willing to be guided by the un- 
erring dictates of His Spirit—to live “ by 
EVERY word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God,” will by no means be 
“ uneasy,” but rather joyful, at the pros- 
pect of “ fresh revelations.” If new re- 
velation be a “ yoke,” it is a yoke which is 
easy—a burden that is light. “ Spiritual 
wifeism ” never was, and never will be, 
an ism of this Church, and, consequently, 
will never “stumble” those who are 
“obedient to counsel,” and are desirous 
of being recognised as Saints of the Most 
High. The patriarchal order of mar- 
riage in itself is “good,” or God would 
not have instituted and r ised it; 
and to the pure in heart, “ every word of 
God is pure.” Honi sot qui mal y 
When our rzeverend opponent is able to 
that our doctrines are “ pernicious 
ables,”—that “the God of the Bible” is 
not our God (leaving our fathers out of 
the question),—that “‘ Mormonism’ and 
Christianity” are at variance,—and that 
the “* Book of Mormon is a lying imposi- 
tion,’—then, as we value our own 80 
we certainly will not “hesitate” to “re- 


ject” “ Mormonism” forthwith. Till 


then, however, we shall “dare to be 
faithful,” not only to our “ better feel- 
ings” but to our better judgment, and 
ill remain true to the great cause of 
God which we have espoused, and to the 
holy covenant which we have made with 
Him, whose we are, and whom alone we 
serve. Our objector, no doubt, thinks 
that we are wrong, and that his own 
religious views are right. He, doubtless, 
believes that “ Mormonism ” is an impos- — 
ture, and that the Church of England is 
the Church of God. But we KNow to 
the contrary. The most zealous members 
of church can. go no farther 
than belief; the most advocates of 


an erratic system can only say they believe. 
themselves to be right, and others to be 
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wrong. But the members of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, if 
living up to the privileges of their calling, 
are blessed with a personal, practical 
knowledge for themselves, that the work 
in which they are engaged is indeed the 
work of God. They that assu- 
rance of faith, and that certain knowledge 
of the fact, which no trickery of Satan 
or sophistry of man can ever overturn. 
We not only believe (from testimony), but 
know (from experience), that this is the 
true, and only true Church and kingdom 
of God upon the earth. We have our 
enemies and opponents it is true; but He 
who is for us is greater than all those 
who are against us. The emissaries of 
‘Anti-Ohrist are ever on the alert to de- 
‘stroy the work of God. Truth, however, 
is mighty, and must and will prevail. 
‘The Lord Himself has declared to us, by 
the mouth of His holy Prophets in these 


Jast days, that Babylon shal ily fall 
to riseno more, while Zion shall ne rapidly 
rise, never to be cast down. Yes—the 
creeds, and traditions, and systems of 


wi 
‘Kingdom of G 


men shall seon crumble to dust, and dis- 
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appear like mists before the rising sun, 
while the long-neglected Gospel of Christ 
rhall revive and flourish, and intensify in 
power and glory. The systems of priest- 
craft, and king-craft, and every other craft 
of man shall dwindle and die away, and 
Truth, genuine Gospel Truth—long since. 
sepulchred in oblivion—shall rise, phoenix. 
like, from its ashes, and spread its broad 
ings over every land and clime. The 
in this lower world of 
ours shall extend in all directions: it shall 
heighten and d , and widen and 
lengthen, and strengthen, till its sway be- 
comes universal, and all heaven, earth, and 
hell shall feel and know its power. That 
period of time is fast approaching—the 
day is even nigh at hand, when the Great 
King of Saints shall come and ond po 


session of that throne so long usur 


his Adve » and God’s will shall be 
done on earth, even as it is done in hea- 
ven. ‘Then shall be heard “great voices 
in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this. 
world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of His Christ, and he shall reign 
for ever and ever.” (Rev. xi. 15.) 


To be continued. 


CREDIBILITY OF THE BOOK OF MORMON AS COMPARED WITH THAT 


OF THE 


BIBLE. 


BY C. W. WANDELL. 


(From the “ Western Standard.) ‘ 
\ (Continued from page 2389.) 

In the 1820 there lived in the town | understanding as to what society he 
of , Ontario county, State of | should join. While he yet prayed, a 
Wew York, a: but honest man by the | bright hight appeared in the firmament, 
mame of Smith. Among his children was which descended until it stood before him, 

Joseph, a lad at that time aged revealing the presence of two glorious 


know to which chureh he t to attach 
himself,::he determined to pursue that 
course to. attain to that icenlidien which 
all candid persons must admit reflected 


ages, who told him in answer to 
bis prayer they would now inform him, 
that however many sincere persons there 
might be, in the various religious organi- 
zations then existing in the world, no one 
church, as such, was acknowled in 
heaven as the Church of Christ—that he 
should not join any of them—that the time 
was near at hand when God would estab- 
lish a Chureh, and that, if he was faithful, 
he would see it accomplished. The fore- 
going is the purport of their communica-. 


= 
3 
years, who, during 
recent religious excitement, had become | 
of a serious turnof mind ; and ‘desiring to | 
upon his un g. 
stead of consulting the partisan priests 
ef the day, he went to a neighbouring 
wood, and there poured out his soul to 
@od; desiring that. He would enlighten his 
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tion, which resulted, as a matter of course, 

-in his standing aloof from the different 
partisan churehas, trusting in the pro- 
mise of God made to him. 

On the 21st of ‘September, 1823, he 
‘received another ministration of a holy 
messenger, who related to him many 
things concerning the Latter-day Church, 


and told him that a record of the aborigi- | uppe 
nal inhabitants of America was concealed 


in a hill near by; at the same time open- 
ing the vision of his mind so that he 
‘could plainly see the place where it lay. 
He visited the place the next morning, 
but was not: permitted to take the book 
until be was further instructed. 

On the 22nd of September, 1827, he 
obtained the record; the particular de- 
scription of which I will extract from O. 
Pratt’s “ Remarkable Visions.” 


“‘How far below the surface these | passer 


records were” anciently ‘placed, I am 
unable to say: but from the fact that 
they had been some fourteen hundred 
years buried, and that, too, on the side of 
a hill so steep, one is ready to conclude, 
that they were some feet below, as the 
earth would 
less, in that length of time. But being 
placed towards the top of the hill, the 
ground would not remeve as much as at 
‘Another circum- 
‘stance id prevent a wearing of the 
earth ; in all probability; as soon as-timber 
had time to grow, the hill was covered, and 
the roots of the same would hold the sur- 
face. However, on this point, I shall leave 
every man to draw his own conclusion, 
and form his own speculation.’ . . . But 
suffice to say, ‘a hole ef sufficient depth 
was dug. At the bottom of this was laid 
@ stone of suitable size, the upper surface 
being smooth. At each edge was. 
a quantity of cement, and into this 
cement, at the four edges of this stone 
‘were placed erect four others; der bot- 
tom edges resting im the cement, at the: 
outer edges of the-first stone. The four. 
last named, when placed erect, formed a 
box; the corners, or where the ed 

of the four came ‘in contact, were 
cemented so firmly that the moisture 
from ‘without was prevented from enter. 
ing. It is to be observed, also, that the 
inner surfaces of the four erect or-side- 
were This box was 
ciently large to atimit a breastplate, suc 
as was used ‘by the ancients to defend the 


naturally wear, more or} 


a 
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of theirenemy. From the bottom of the 
snail pillars, compos the 
small ‘pi same de- 
scription of cement used: on the edges; 
and ‘upon these three pillars were placed 
the records. . . This-box, containing the 
records, was covered with another stone, 
the bottom surface being flat, and the 
r crowning.’ When it was first 
visited by Mr. Smith, on the morning of 
the 22nd of September, 1823, ‘a part of 
the crowning stone was visible above the 
surface, while the edges were concealed 
‘by the soil and grass,’ from which circum- 
stance it may be seen, ‘ that however deep 
this box might have been placed at first, 
the time had been sufficient to wear the 
earth, so that it was easily discovered, 
when once directed, and yet, not enough 
to make a perceivable difference to ‘the 
-by. . . . After arriving at the re- 
pository, a little exertion in removing the 
soil from the edges of the top of the box, 
and a light lever brought to his natural 
vision its contents.” . 
“* These records were engraved on 
plates, which had the appearance of 
d. Each plate was not far from seven 
y eight inches in width and length, be- 
iog not quite as thick as common tin. 
gravi Egyptian characters, an 
volume, as the leaves 
of a book, and fastened at peared oe 
three w 
This near six 
inches in thickness, a part of which was 
sealed. The characters or letters upon 
the unsealed paft were small and beauti- 
fally engraved. The-whole book exhibited 
‘many marks of antiquity in its construc- 
tion, as well as much skill in the art of 


placed | engraving.’ With the record was found 
instrument, called by the an- 


cients the Urim and Thammim, which 
‘consisted of two transparent stones, clear 
as crystal, set im thetworimsof abow. This 
was ip use, in ancient times, by persons 
called seers. It was an instrument, by 
the use of which they received revelations 
of things distant, or of things past or 
Hlaviaig provided with home, 
a 

he commenced ing the record, by 

ift and power of h the 
means of the Urim and Thummim; and 
being a peor writer, he was under the 


chest, &c., from the arrews and weapons | 


n of etiipleying a scribe, to write 
the translation as it dame from his motith, 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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“Tn the mean time, aire “But to return. Mr. Smith continued 
~characters were accurately transcribed | the work of translation, as his pecu 
and translated by Mr. nace’ which, with | circumstances would permit, until he 
the translation, were taken by a gentle- | finished the unsealed part of the records, 
man, by the name of Martin is, | the translated is entitled the ‘ Book 
to the city of New York, where they | of Mormon,’ which contains nearly as 
were presented to a learned th anes much reading as the Old Testament. “ag 
of the name of Anthon, profes- | This translation was published at Pal- 
sed to be extensively acquainted with | myra, in 1829, with the title of tHe meok 
many lan both ancient and modern. | of Mormon. 
He examined them; but was unable to; We shall now proceed to examine the 
decipher them correctly; but he presumed | evidences in favour of this volume, which 
that if the al records could be | evidences will be drawn from authentic 


brought, he could assist in translating | sources, and shall be careful to advance 
them. nothing that we cannot prove. 
(Te be continued.) | 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 1857. 


REFORMATION.—We are happy to learn from various reports received from 
brethren in different sections of the country, that the Saints are generally 
willing to renew their covenants and purify themselves, by keeping the com- 
mandments of God. We realise that there is a day of power at hand, when all the 
Saints who are faithful will have more of the Holy Ghost than they have hitherto 
enjoyed. But, brethren and sisters, you must live for the blessing. You are to be 
blessed according to your diligence in keeping the commandments of God. Of that 
which you sow, the same you will reap. : 
_ We exhort you to respect the Word of Wisdom, as counsel given by a kind Father, 
who knows what is, and what is not good for His children. . It is not given by com- 
mandment,. nor by constraint, but it is given for a principle, with promise, for our 
temporal salvation. We advise the Saints to get the book of “ Covenants” and often 
read the revelation containing the Word of Wisdom in their families. We fee] assured 
that if all the Saints now in England would strictly give heed to these heavenly counsels 
and keep themselves otherwise pure before the Lord, there is not one of them 
but that could be emigrated in a few years. The Lord bas promised that if we 
will keep His word and obey all His commandments, no good thing shall be 
withheld from us. Ponder in vour hearts the commandments of God. What one of 
them is unreasonable or hard to be kept? It is a pleasant thing to love the Lord our 
God. It is good for the Saints to love one another. So it is in relation to all 
His laws. Obedience has its accompanying pleasures, while sin and transgres- 
sion continually carry with them their corresponding evils. ‘The way of the 
transgressor i is hard.” 


EXcoMMUNICATION.—Thomas Hodgkinson was excommunicated from the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, on the 10th of April, 1857, for refusing to go 
' #© Zion when counselled to do se, and for other transgressions. fp 
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HOME CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE COMPENDIUM. 


11 Richard Street, Liverpool Road, 
Islington, London, March 27, 1857. 


President Pratt. 
Dear Brother—On page 222 of the Com- 
pendium, it says that the Church: was or- 
ized, Elders ordained, and hands laid on 
for the gift of the Holy Ghost, on the 6¢h 
of April, 1830, and that the Melchisedek 
riesthood was first given June 6th, 1831. 
I think from the following quotations 
from the Book of Doctrine and Covenants 
the Melchisedek Priesthood must have 
‘been restored June 6th, 1829, instead of 
June, 1831. Doctrine and Covenants, 
page 201, par. 3—*“ And also with Peter, 


in Christ, 


and James, and John, whom I have sent un- 
to you, by whom I have ordained ygu, and 


confirmed you to be Apostles ;” and also 
Doctrine and Covenanis, 
—“And now, Oliver Cowdery, 
unto you, and also unto David Whitmer, 
by the way of commandment; for, behold, 
I command all men everywhere to t, 
and I speak unto you, even as unto Paul 
mine Apostle, for you are called even with 
that same calling with which he was 

H will for | bling 

oping you will excuse me for troubli 

you, t remain, your affectionate Brother 


JoszrH SILver. 


[As an answer to Brother Silver’s letter, 
we refer him to our Article on the Rz- 
STORATION OF THE AARONIC AND MEL-~ 
CHISEDEK PRIESTHOODS.—ED.] 


A DISCOURSE DELIVERED BY PRESIDENT EZRA T. BENSON, 


- 


‘I~ THE SAINTS’ MEETING ROOM, ‘WHITECHAPEL, LONDON, MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 2, 1857. | 


This be Valley a “Mormon ”’ 
meeting. the we cannot get 
aheuaicapeanial to hold allthe people, 
and I do not expect that we ever shall, 
for before we should have time to count 
numbers, measure the ground, and get 
the building up, there would be a sufii- 
cient number for another. This is the 
way the “Mormons” increase. I feel 
very thankful for the opportunity of stand- 
ing before this ion, and I re- 
joice in the order of the meeting. 

I wanted to speak about proper 
manner of conducting — but Pas- 
Se the start of me; I re- 
many things to to peo 
want inane thet’ which .will be of the 
most benefit to them; I do not care so 
much about its being pleasing to the ear. 
I want to speak as prompted by the Holy 
Spirit, realizing that it knows much bet- 
ter than myself what the congregation 


| 


We find recorded in the latter 


of 


the Nephites were conducted as directed 
by the Holy Spirit. It would be well for 
eb i y the Presidents 
of Branches, to read it. Now, in al- 
most all other churches, except the Church 
of Jesus Christ of. Latter-day Saints,"they 
have a written form, and have the same 
mode of procedure every time meet. 
If you are well acquainted with their 
know .as well, when at 
ome, what is. going on at their i 
as if you were present. Now this should | 
not. be the case with the Latter-day Saints, 
and with the Elders of Iarael. 1 it was 
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| 

if 

i 

i 

j 

‘written out a Constitution for us to be 

unerals, prayer for meetin | 

ligious than usual; and we should have | 

had in black 

of conduct for.every occasion. But this | 

Church has no such written form, for the ' 

revelation. says, “The letter killeth but 
the spirit maketh alive.” 

Chap. vi. Moroni, that. the. Some Elders feel as though they myst | 
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stand in a certain position, with their toes 
pointed out, as if they were going to 
dance according to order and etiquette. 
. Elders of Israel, do not be controlled and 
- governed by this old Gentile way of doi 
business. I have not come here-to preac 
the same things as I preached yesterday, 
unless I am prompted so to do by the 
. Holy Spirit, and the same words come to 
‘my mind, but I have come'trusting in God 
for His spirit to guide me in speaking to 
the people. No Prophet or Apostle ever 
. pretended to write a form to bind the an- 
cient Saints, nor yet the Latter-day Saints, 
and they never will. 
‘Why do I make these remarks? Not 


with the desire to chastise. I came with |. began 


a praying heart, and a desire to God that 
we might have a good time. From the 
acquaintance I have formed with the 
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Ross, then with Elder Budge, and so on 
to the Presidents of Districts and of 
Branches, down to the Priests, Teachers, 
Deacons, and every lay member in the 
Church that wishes to renew their cove. 

nants. | 
Says one, “I don’t know that I have 
sinned at all.” Well if you have not it | 
will not hurt you to be re-baptized, and 
to devote yourself more fully to theeervice 

of God. 
Latter-day Saints! let the spirit of re- 
formatiun commence its work in your 
hearts to night, so that when the word 
comes you may be prepared to obey it. 
You would do well to begin to-night. I 
; when I put my feet upen the 
shores of Europe, aud have tried to preach 
reformation ever since, and bave.endea- 
voured to make my words hike forked 
ings; to wake up the people from 


Londen Conference, I am satisfied that | lightnings 


my brethren.do, generally, the best they 
know how, but are they to be stereotyped 
editions? No! thereis no such a thing 
in Mormonism, but there must be an in- 
crease, “ line upon line, precept upon pre- 
cept, here a little and there a little!” I 
do believe that the brethren are ignorant 
of the erder of the Priesthood ; they may 
know the theory, but I want to see the 
practice. It is not the theory that will 

ive an — to the spirit of this work, 


ut it will be done by practically ing 

the theory into effect. A livieg faith 
‘brings forth good works. 

It is a difficult matter to over a 


| of the pewer of the Priesth 


their sleep and lethargy, that they may 
cease from their -wickedness and ail their 
evil ways, and turn unto the Lord with 
full purpose of heart. 

I suppose, if it is necessary that there 
should a reformation in Zion, it is 
quite as necessary that there should be one 
heré. All the good Saints will be glad 
to go into the waters of baptism and be- 
gin anew. Some who are evil will not; 
well, they may stay out, while those who 
will reform and renew their covenants 
will have the ee As sure as the 
Lord lives, there ave ‘blessings to be pour- 
edout upon this:people. When God, in 
ancientdays, stirred up the people through 
His Prophets unto r oe, bles- 
sings always fotlowed, and will it not be 
so now? I 

ing to be spiritually minded, but I can 
might improve, and 
10 


le. Hf we have 
‘better? we do 


one well, cannot we ° 


| 

Branch, without you are continually filled 

‘with the Hely ten oon have to be 

thereat meeting. It. is impossible 

to preach “ Mormeniam,” todo any goed, 

without faith, and without feeling the life- 

giving power of the Son of God. Some- 

times you have almost to resurrect the 

people, they are so dull and lifeless. good and bless the peop 

Bat we are going to have a Reron- | dE 

MATION ! say ‘sd | not wish because we have 

amany times : it has: ' veach- | performed ‘eur journey, but to 

home to be re-converted. The Reforma-| Hime of the Pastors and Presidents 

tion-has with the Pre- me, “We are ail 

sidency, is extending through ail the we ‘good smevtin 

Stakes,; Wards, and Beanebes, in De | right, there is nothing che master wich 

eeret. Through the kindness of ‘bro- 

ther Pratt, Iam permitted to stay here, e mighty power of God 

and preach to you this evening; bat I ‘the Eiders; that the 

40 dverpeol on the morrow, devils cast out, and 

to.'renew my covenant. I: want ‘to pre- that they may not. have 

pare the way for the spirit of reforma- the Sauints, and that good 
tionhere, it mast commence with Pastor | concerning lerael. 


pr » prove all things, 
is good.” Breth- 


not. 
cand hold fast 
-pen and sisters, attend ‘to these things ; 


for you sisters have a portion of the 
Priesthood, it rests upon all the members 
of the Church ; else how are they sustained 
and held together ? 

I take the position that the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, has 
‘been led by the spirit of revelation up to 
this time, .and that it will be, until every 
Saint is gathered; until the plan of sal- 
vation is made complete, and until all 
things spoken by the mouths of the holy 
‘Prophets, is consummated to the very 
letter. We are the people that hold the 
keys, and the power, and the authority to 
accomplish the work, and it is our duty 
to be led by the spirit of revelation, by 
day and by night, in things. spiritual and 
temporal, mental and physical ; yes, to be 
led by it in everything we do, and to be 
so humble, and faithful, and have so mueh 
of the Spirit of God as net to go astray. 
‘Brethren and sisters “ Quench not t 

ve you any necessity to prove 
truth of “this ont? es you are not 
’ ed on the rock of Revelation. 
advice to you is never to cease your 
‘efforts, until by fasting and prayer you 
have obtained a knowledge for yourselves. 
If > do not know by the spirit that is 
within you, that this work is of God, 
never go to the valleys of the mountains! 

Ido not mean to tell the people that 
will have nothing to do bat to eat molas- 
ses.and suek tits! If you want to 
be pioneers for “Mormonism,” we will 
hail you as brothers, and invite you to go 
toisome df the new settlements, now be- 
ing made on the Platte River. If you 
have not the means to go to the Valley, 
shoulder your axe, your spade, and hasten 
+o strengthen your brethren in this mat- 
ter, and thus to Ged and man, by 
works that you are determined to 
ive your religion. You will have enough 
of practical “ Mormonism” before you 
get through, you will not go there to 
pay nor: to suck your fingers. If you 
ve not got W stamped on your backs, 
we will soen put it there for you, bi 
a te cover it. W means work, 

its: all work in this kingdom. 

I hope you will take the advice of bro- 
ther Rose, and not cry because you can- 
net: go with hand-carts this ‘season ; you 
will wet to Zion if you-are faithful. In 
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1851, I was sent to Pottawattamie to 
| gather up the people, not one was to ‘be- 
left behind whe was willing to go. These 
were the Saints who had heen driven out 
of Nauvoo, houseless, and penniless. If 
‘they had an‘axe, a hoe, or a spade, they 
it, and went to work 
and carried ont their religion practically. 
If they bad a cow, and eld veins a calf ;- 
or a hen, and could raise a few chickens, 
all the better. This is the way to build 
up the kingdom, so that if you lie down. 
to rest at night, your corn is growing, 
aed your eattle, chickens, and all you 
have around you, is en the increase. 
Here,. all you obtain is got out of your 
very heartstrings, and your fingers’ ends. 
If you are sick and lose a day, or spend a 
day at Conference, your wages are stop- 
ped. Isitpotso? Well we have to go 
to work, in the spirit of reformation, un- 
til we have power to organize, out of the 
elements which surround us, all things. 
that we need to sustain life, to duild up 


the ki » and to gather the Saints. 
‘We will back to Pottawattamie 

presently. How quickly our thoughts can 

fly there. we could only travel as. 


quickly, we could do without steam beats, — 
or ox tears, or hand-earts. We could 
travel as ‘Philip did after he baptized the 
Eunuch, er as Elijah, when he went to 
heaven in the chariot of fire. Well, we 
nthority ‘so bad, and if we will be 
ae al we 
faithful in our : I do not see why 
not ut ing our 
hearts ean: desire. is not this 
worth working for? I -feel willing to 
preach and work years 
more, if necessary, and my life were spar- 
ed ; for‘ the thoneand years rest is to come, 
when ‘Gatan will be bound. Then: we 
-will have a-glorious jubilee. Saints! lift 
up your hearts, and rejoice, for your re- 
( n ‘draweth nigh, it is close at 
. ‘We-shall aot need to: preach nine- 
nine years before the consummation of 
this great werk. Read the Book of Mor- 
mon, the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
and the the Elders of Israel, 
and] ou ~waderstand these things ;. 
new hight will-come to your minds, and 


you get the Spirit by which they 
were dicted ; this Spirit need to be 


with day and by night. 
toe Pottawattamie. Bro- 


ther Grantand myself were sent there to 


| q 
j 
| 
| 
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. gather the people en masse, though bro- 
ther Grant was sent more particularly to 
the eastern States. We were instructed 
in the letter from the President, to get 
up a hand-cart train, if we could not 
.gather them all with ox teams. We went 
to work, and commenced making the 
hand-carts. One of the brethren was at 
work one day, arid another came up, and 
asked him what he wasabout. “Making 

ou got faith enough to go to the e 
thing like ? Yes, I 
he replied. ‘ Well, then,” said the other, 
“T want you to drive a team there for 
me; - are —. of man I want, so 
put your rattletraps into my wagon, 
a come along.” All our hand-carts 
turned to wagons! and they went as 
though they were oiled. Brother Ross, 
-here, is witness. Every man, woman, 
-and child, that wanted to go, went; 
and the dogs, and chickens, and pigs, 
.and gegse, went also. Yes, and the 
kittens as well, all the four-legged beasts, 
-as well as the two-legged ones that obey- 
ed counsel, not one was left behind. 

I have the same faith that all who obey 
counsel here, will go. Who knows but 
what this reformation will prepare the 
‘way? I will prophesy that the blessings 
of the Lord will rest down more abun- 
-dantly than ever upon the faithful, and 
that they will have more of the Spirit 
than heretofore. I am going into the 
water to renew my covenant, that I might 
be cleansed and purified, and have more 
power to thunder the truth into the ears 
of this generation, no matter if it cracks 
the craniums of hypocrites and sectarians 
I want the voice of an Enoch, that I 
may thunder until the Gentiles stop 
their lies about this people. And the 
iniquity and make les against the Baint 
iniqui e lies agai e Saints, 
shall wire with terror ! 

Brethren and sisters, REMEMBER ! 
Let the reformation begin in your own 


hearts: begin to repent, to cease from all | B 


evil, and come out afresh before God and 
each other. 
_ I have travelled a good deal since I 
came to this country, and have become 
— well acquainted with the people; 
ill tell you how I have been treated, 
sometimes, I have given out an appoint- 
‘ment to be at a meeting by sevep:o’clock, 
I have gone; the Pastor would sit at one 
end of the bench, and I would sit at the 


other. The President wolud then give 
out a hymn, read it all: down, and 
line it for them ; then he would pray, or 
call on some one else, then give out an- 
other hymn, lining it the same as the 
and then make a long preface—Sidney 
Rigdon used to call it “ prefating” a 
sermon—after that he would call on some 
Travelling Elder to speak. When he had 
done, the President would say, “ Now we 
will hear from brother Benson, now you 
will receive light, now you will hear some 
of the great psi of the kingdom ;” and 
after he had told the ow gn what I was 
oing to say, as if he learned it by 
eart, then I would get the chance, per- 
haps, of speaking for half an hour. iow 
do you think you would feel under such 
circumstances? I have felt that if there 
had been a trap door handy, I could have 
taken my bat and walked off. 

Now this is not the order of the king- 
dom. I want to see the Pastors, 
Presidents, the Elders, Priests, Teachers, 
Deacons, and the members, each in their 
proper position, that there may be noth- 
ing to grate on the ear, or to grieve the 
Spirit, that there may be no schism in the 
Church. Then there will be a perfect 
order of things, from the First Presidency 
down to the least member. When the 
disease, called the big-head, gets to a 
certain point, it is incurable. It is that 
spirit which has led many to hell. 

In conversation with some of the Pas- 
tors, Presidents, and Elders upon the 
subject, they have said, “Brother F. D. 
Richards, and brother Wheelock, thought 
it was all right.” Perhaps they did not 
want to give out the hymn, nor attend 
to every other little matter, 

ut Iam sure that they desired to pre- 
is is my priv an esire nothing 
more than that which is my right. Pas- 
tor Ross calls me President Benson, well, 
then, I want to preside through him, and 
I want him to preside through brother 


udge 

If I go to aBranch, the President thinks 
he must pray and speak some part of the 
time, and “if brother Benson likes to 
talk a little while, he can have the privi- 


lege.” This is the spirit throughout all . 


a I sometimes feel like pulling 
men by their coat tails. 

It is no thankful office, as I said before, 
to be a President. If there are any men 
that need the faith and prayers of the 


| 
| 
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taken from him, but his wife, and she 


Conferenée, it is these Presidents of 
Branches. Sometimes, while I have been 
unwell, 1 have gone unawares to a meet- 
ing; the President would be there, and 
I would ask, how many members have 
you in this Branch? “ About a hundred; ” 
and there would be present about a baker’s 
dozen! ‘ This is what these men have to 
contend against. They need the confi- 
dence of the Saints, and I feel to sustain 
them, and I prophesy that they shall feel 
more of the 0m and more of the pow- 
er of their callings, than they have done. 
I know that they want to do right, for I 
can see the image of Jesus Christ in their 
countenances. The power of God shall 
rest upon them, the sick shall be healed, 
the lame shall walk, the blind shall be 
made to see, and the deaf to hear, and 
the Spirit shall rest mightily upon the 
faithful. 

And these sisters, who are distributing 
tracts, and bearing the sneers and insults 
of this ungodly generation; I feel to 
bless them in the name of the God of Is- 
rael, and they shall do 
shall go forward. The devil will work 
against us, but we have nothing to fear, 
we have come here to fight the devils, 
and to cast them from the earth, as we 


cast them out of heaven. “ Fear not 


him that can kill the body, but rather 
fear him that can destroy both body and 
soul.” Then, fear not; the Lord has 

wer to perform His own work, and 
will do it through the Priesthood, which 
He has confirmed upon us in these last 


| 

e work rests upon us, brethren. 
Then lift up your voices, and when you 
tell the people you rejoice, tell them the 
reason; preach the principles of the Gos- 
pel, and thunder in the ears of the people, 
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet, (and 
the devil has no power over him, for he 
is gone into the spirit-world, to work for 
the salvation of the children of men,) and 
that Brigham Young is his legal succes- 
sor 


Shall we, then, mourn as those who 
have no ? Brother Ross, here, can 
Tejoice er the affliction which has 
been placed upon him. He has been 
called to part with his dearest friend, the 
wife of his bosom, whom he loved as his 
own life. Yet he can preach, and rejoice 
in the truth, because if he mourns, he has 

and he knows it is for the best. 
the case of Job; he had everything 


» the work. 


tempted him to curse his. God; but 


though he did get rather angry: yet he’ 
wo net So. e Lord 


blessed him a hundred fold. Who can 
com God’s designs ? 

“ Blessed are the dead that die in the 
Lord, zon saith the spirit, for rest 
from r labours, and their works do 
follow them.” This is the situation of 
sister Koss; and when he meets her in 
*he Resurrection, he will find that salva- 
tion will come out of his affliction, and he 
rig rewarded ten-fold for all his sacri- 
Let not the Saints mourn if they lose 
their friends, inasmuch as they die in the 
faith, let them rejoice, because they have 
passed through the vail, and have gone 
through the gate which man can neither 
open nor shut. The devil has no power 
over them after they leave the y; 
sister Ross is not buffeted by Satan, 


neither are any of the faithful Saints who — 


have d from the flesh. 

Never be afraid to die. There was an 
old lady at Bristol who was on her death 
bed ; she sent for brother Martin. “ Well,” 
said she, “brother Martin, I am going to 
die; don’t be scared, I want you to si 
some: of the best hymns you can find. 
After the mre oe she said, “ Now shout,. 
shout glofy! hallelujah ! hurrah for ‘ Mor- 
monism }’ I hope none of the Saints will 
shed a tear for me, for I know where I 
am going, and there is nothing to — 
about.” She continued in this spirit 

ever anythin ween you 
and your religion, nl will etl 
more fear of death than this old lady had. 
Let it be our constant aim to find out 
what are our present duties. I do not 
know when I have taken a retrospective- 
view of my life, it seems as though I had 
not the time to do it; my sole desire is, 
to know what I am to do and say to day, 
that I may serve my God with an undi- 
I want to ‘see 
atten meetings more regularly, 
sustain the officers -that are snebd over 
them. Some do not attend to partake of 
the sacrament, for a month. 
What is the reason ? Are you conscience- 
smitten, because you have sinned? If so, 
tell your President, and renew your cove- 
nants wc ep, for if you do not, you 
will go swiftly te hell! Attend to your 
prayers; and: you, brethren, love your 
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wives, do not joke them about taking 
others, but bless them, and treat. them: as 
the daughters of God. 

I see the time is flying, I had quite for-: 
got all about it; whata blessed thing it’ 
will be when the time is not measured to 
us! Even new, when our minds: are. ab- 
-sorbed in the thiegs of God, we take no 
heed of its flight, and have no reason to | 
-complain of the tardiness of its move- 
ments. 

Well, to grad ge to call 
ur families in morni 
aad in the evening, and let every nutien 
-of your household bow the knee with 
_y2u in prayer; and if any among them 
do: net like to comply with the order of | 
your: heuse, Jet them have the oniside, 
while you keep the tnside of it. Sct up 
-2tpaltar in your house, and make a hea- 
ven there. I have a little heaven in my 
bosom, and I sometimes try to infuse it 

‘into the bosoms of others. 

Let us pray for the word of the Lord 
to be made known through the Prophet, 
Jet us pray for the Presidency in this 
country, and let us sustain one. another. 
I went to a meeting in Globe Fields the 
other Sunday afternoon, when I arrived 
there, I found some of the young Saints 
at prayer, asking the Lord, in simplicity: 
and in the sincerity of their hearts, that 
they might have a good meeting. When 
I began: to talk, I felt as though the room. 
was sanctified, and that the Holy Ghost 
was there. . 

We are to be watched by each other 
for good. My President watches me, 
and I am sent to watch the Pastors, 
if wecan get the Pastors, and the Presi- 
dents of erences, of Districts,.and of 
Branches, just.as they should be, all will 
be right, for they are the bone and sinew 
of the Churches. Let no man be afraid: 


of being. watched, you may sit up at/ 


night and watch:me, if you: please. He 
that.is afraid of: being looked after is dis- 


Sieters, be spiritually minded, and do 
niet: let. your minds: be wandering, “ like 
ofa gvody the pars 

the . soci the 
andthe holy. I will not keep company 
with the wicked, with the: adulterer, the 
drunkard; and-the liar. We have sepa- 
rated. ourselves: from them, and we will 
not. harbour their spirit, nor listen to their 
counsel, 

Brethren, there’ is se: excuse for him 


that falls away because he was led bya: 
woman. In Eden the excuse was offered, 
“the woman tempted me,” but. now, 
man: is not to be guided by woman inte. 
evil, if she offers ‘forbidden fruit,” 
he is not to: partake of it, but: he:is to- 
take her by the hand, and lead her back to 
the position from which ' she has fallen, 

m Liver throughout: all: 
hundreds and thousands will be baptized, 
and we will help:each other, and encourage: 
each other, and spite devil, we 
will go into the kingdom together, . 
and the which we: are: 
seeking after. 

The Churches are going to be pruned, 
and many will be cut off. ‘There are 
some who merely have a name among us, 
and it would take a Philadelphia wa 
or a spirit-rapper, or a wizard like Mr. 
Anderson, to hunt them up, and tell 
where are. 

, it is not the loud preaching 
that is going to save us, but it is practical: 
relegion ; remember also,- that many bles- 
to only by fasta 
and prayer. e had a good time yester- 
day we: fasted for it, and we have 
had a good time to night for the same: 
reason. The Lord frequently lays up: 
blessings in store for His people, and it is: 
4a oom thing to have a prayer ahead. 
When you go homededicate yourselves and. 
all you have to God, and ask for the ame- 
lioration of your temporal condition. If 
you were actually out of bread, every one: 
of you, even the smallest boy that could: 
say “Our Father,” &c., would be crying 
to the Lord for food. Do we not want 


the bread of life, sent down from heaven ?. 


If we could have a ry of that: 
bread, com ively very little natural’ 
food would be sufficient te sustain us. 

It:is good for every one, that is 
enough, to fast one day in a week.: A: 
Gentile Doctor-would tell you that, and:yow 
know they are supposed to understand) 
everything. Ihave heard some pers 
say that thay could: not fast a day without 
fainting; well, it may be bad. for them, 
but it would not hurt a. strong mam: te 
fast: three days. 

When I was in Dublin, I went to the 
Zoological Gardens; and I asked — 
er, if they lost many of the animals ;: 
said they had not lately, but they used. to 
losemany. I asked the veason..of 


the change, .and he said, “ Why we'make 
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them fast one day in every week, and they 
are much healthier, and have a good ap- 
tite always.” 
You all know that your food tastes. 
better, after. you have gone without for 
atime. The stomach gets tired with | 
continual grinding. I hope none of you: 
do as the Irishman did one Sunday. He 
took beefsteak and coffee for breakfast, . 
beefsteak and pudding for dinner, bacon 
and eggs for tea, and beef again for sup- | 
r,as much as he.could. eat.each meal, 
The consequence was, he was. takerr ill. 
When the Doctor came he inquired if. he : 
had not been eating something. “ Yes,” 
said the Irishman, “I work six days in 
the week for my bel/y, and sure its 
mighty hard if that can’t work one day 
for me.” If you act like that, unless your 
stomach is strong enough to grind a door 
nail, you are sure to be sick. Read the. 
Book of Daniel, you will find that he 
would not defile himself by eating the 
king’s meat, and the rich things that 
would corrupt his blood, but requested 


| 


the privilege of eating pulse, and drink- 
ing water, and upon that food he looked 
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fairer and fatter than those who partook 
of the dainties, and he was filled with the 


spirit of wisdom, so that he could inter- 
pret the king’s dream, when: all. the wise 


|} men had failed to do se. 


Let us act upon the. same principle, 
and get the spirit of life and <r haa 
us, and who knows but what-we may be 
called upon to interpret some: rich man’s. 
dream, who will use: his money for the 
gathering of God’s le! e world 
is growing: darker and darker every day. 
Every time the Parliament assembles they 
get more into the fog; therefore let us 
prepare ourselves, that we. may be ready 
when the time comes, to give that coun- 
sel which will one day be needed. , 

Well we have had a glorious meeting this 
evening, we-have no room here for 
the devil, if he had come here we should 
soon have cast him out. I feel first-rate, 
I feel as though I-bad grown a half an 
inch in bulk, spiritually, while I have been. 
addressing you; and I pray God to help 
us, that we may have a stil better spirit 
the next time we meet. I feel to bless you 
all, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


LIST OF DEBTS DUE FOR BOOKS, STARS, ETC. BY THE SEVERAL 


CONFERENCES AND 


CONFERENCE. AGENT. AMOUNT. | CONFERENCE, AGENT. AMOUNT. 
William Budge£1055 © 63 Brought forward......... £5658 0 113 
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